Cutting the cord

Mankato Computer
Technology University




Cutting the cord

* typically refers to the process of canceling
traditional cable or satellite TV services in
favor of alternative methods for accessing
entertainment content. Here are the general
steps to cut the cord:




Antenna for Local
, Channels:

 If you want to access local
channels for free, consider
using an antenna. Many areas
still broadcast local channels
over the air.

* Some cord-cutters use digital TV antennas
to access local channels and broadcast
networks for free. This allows them to watch
local news, sports, and other programming
without a cable or satellite subscription.




Evaluate Your
Current TV
Expenses:

* Take stock of your
current cable or satellite
TV expenses. Consider
the monthly
subscription fees,

equipment rental costs,

and any additional fees.



Assess Your
Internet
Connection:

* Areliable internet connection
is crucial for most cord-cutting

options. Ensure that your
internet service is fast enough
to support streaming.
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Optimize Internet
Speed:

Make sure your internet speed
is sufficient for streaming.
Consider upgrading your plan
if necessary.



Choose a
Streaming Device:

* Invest in a streaming device
such as a smart TV, Roku,
Amazon Fire Stick, Apple TV, or
Google Chromecast. These
devices allow you to stream

content from various services

on your television.



Explore Free Content:

* There are many free streaming services and apps that offer a range of content. Explore
options like Pluto TV, Tubi, Crackle, and others.
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Julg A Select Streaming Services:

 |dentify the streaming services
that offer the content you

want to watch. Popular options
include Netflix, Hulu, Amazon
Prime Video, Disney+, HBO
Max, and others. Some
services may offer live TV
streaming as well.




Consider Live TV Streaming
Services:

* Some services, like YouTube TV, Sling TV, Hulu +
Live TV, and others, offer live TV streaming with
a selection of channels. Research and choose the
one that best fits your preferences.




Check for Specialized
Apps:

* Some networks and channels have their own
apps that allow you to stream content directly.
Check if the channels you watch have
dedicated apps.




Manage
Subscriptions:

* Keep track of your streaming
service subscriptions. It's easy
to accumulate several
subscriptions, so periodically

review your usage and adjust

accordingly.
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Customization

e Cutting the cord allows viewers to
choose the specific streaming services
they want, tailoring their content
options to their preferences. This can
potentially result in cost savings
compared to bundled cable packages.




Content
Aggregation

* Some services and devices
offer content aggregation,
allowing users to access
multiple streaming platforms
from a single interface. This
can simplify the cord-cutting
experience.




Challenges

e Cord-cutting can come with
challenges, such as the need
to manage multiple
streaming subscriptions,
potential gaps in content
coverage, and learning new
technology.




Savings

* While cord-cutting can save
money compared to
traditional cable or satellite
TV, the total cost can vary
depending on the
combination of streaming
services and hardware
chosen. It's important to
compare costs and consider
your specific viewing
preferences.




Cancel Cable
or Satellite
Subscription:

e Contact your cable or
satellite TV provider and
cancel your
subscription. Be
prepared for them to
offer discounts or
promotions to try to
retain your business.
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Enjoy the Savings:

* With cable TV canceled,
enjoy the cost savings and

S— the flexibility of choosing
only the content you want
to watch.

* Overall, cutting the cord is a way for
consumers to take more control over
their TV and video content consumption,
opting for more flexibility and choice in

how they access and watch their favorite
shows and movies.




Conclusion

 Remember that the
specific steps may vary
based on your location,
preferences, and the
available services in
your area. Always
double-check the terms
and conditions of the
services you choose to
ensure they meet your
needs.
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