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the right computer



• What to look for when buying a new Computer 

• (Beginners guide)

• (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPQJKz42m80)

• Expert Advice: Buying a new computer 

• How to buy a computer | PC Shopping Guide

• (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GsAgtteRwGc)



Buying a new computer can be an exciting yet daunting 
task. Here are some key steps to help you make an 
informed decision:

• Determine Your Needs: Consider what you'll be using the computer for. Is it for work, 

gaming, creative tasks, or general use? Different purposes require different specifications.

• Choose the Right Type: Decide between a desktop, laptop, or hybrid device. Desktops 

generally offer more power for the price, while laptops provide portability. Hybrid devices 

combine features of both.



Key Components:

• Processor (CPU): Look for a powerful processor, such as Intel or AMD, depending on your 

needs. Intel processors are known for their performance and straightforward product 

line 1.

• Memory (RAM): Ensure you have sufficient RAM for smooth multitasking. For basic tasks, 

8GB is usually enough, but for gaming or creative work, 16GB or more is recommended 1.

• Storage: Opt for an SSD (Solid State Drive) over a traditional hard drive for faster 

performance and responsiveness



• Research and Compare: Use online resources to compare different models and prices. 

Websites like cpubenchmark.net can help you measure the speed of different processors 1.

• Consider Brand and Warranty: Choose a reputable brand and check the warranty and 

customer support options.

• Budget: Set a budget and try to find the best value for your money. Sometimes, spending 

a bit more can get you a significantly better machine.



Agenda for 
Discussion
• Determining Your Needs

• Types of Computers

• Key Components to Consider

• Additional Features and Peripherals

• Researching and Comparing Options



Determining 
Your Needs



Identifying Primary Use 
(Work, Gaming, General 
Use)

Understanding Your Needs

Recognizing how you will use your computer helps in 

determining the right specifications for your needs.

Gaming Requirements

Gaming demands high-performance specifications and graphics 

capabilities to ensure a smooth gaming experience.

Office and General Use

Office work requires efficient hardware for productivity, but 

often has lower requirements than gaming or graphic design.

Graphic Design Specifications

Graphic design necessitates powerful graphics cards and high-

resolution displays for accurate visual work.



Understanding Required 
Specifications
Identify Your Primary Use

Understanding your primary use is crucial for determining the 

necessary specifications tailored to your tasks.

Key Components Overview

Know which components, such as CPU, RAM, and storage, directly 

influence the performance based on your needs.

Performance for Specific Tasks

Different tasks require different specifications; understanding these 

can help optimize your technology investment.



Setting a Budget
Importance of Budgeting

Establishing a budget is crucial in making informed choices for your 

computer purchase, guiding your spending effectively.

Price Variability

Computer prices can vary significantly based on specifications and 

features, emphasizing the need for a well-defined budget.

Narrowing Down Options

Having a budget helps narrow down your options, making it easier to 

select a computer that meets your needs.



Types of 
Computers



Desktops Vs. Laptops
Power and Performance

Desktops typically have more powerful components, allowing for 

better performance in demanding tasks compared to laptops.

Upgradeability

Desktops offer greater upgradeability options, enabling users to 

enhance performance by replacing or adding hardware components.

Portability and Convenience

Laptops provide portability, making it easy to work from different 

locations without sacrificing convenience.



All-in-One PCs Vs. 
Traditional Towers
Space Efficiency

All-in-One PCs are designed to save space, featuring a compact 

design that integrates components into one unit.

Cable Management

These PCs help reduce cable clutter, making for a cleaner and more 

organized workspace compared to traditional towers.

Upgrade Potential

Traditional towers offer more opportunities for upgrades and 

customization, appealing to users who need flexibility.



Specialty Computers 
(Gaming, Ultrabooks)
Gaming PCs

Gaming PCs are designed for high performance, 

featuring enhanced graphics and processing 

power for an immersive gaming experience.

Ultrabooks

Ultrabooks prioritize portability, offering a 

lightweight design without compromising much on 

performance, making them ideal for on-the-go 

users.



Key 
Components to 
Consider



Processor (CPU)
Role of the CPU

The CPU acts as the brain of the computer, determining its overall 

speed and performance.

Selecting a Processor

When choosing a computer, consider processor type and speed to 

fulfill your specific performance needs.

Impact on Performance

The right CPU can significantly enhance your computer's 

performance for gaming, design, or everyday tasks.



Memory (RAM)
Importance of RAM

RAM is essential for the smooth operation of applications and 

multitasking capabilities within a computer system.

Enhanced Multitasking

More RAM allows users to run multiple applications at once without 

lag, enhancing overall productivity.

Performance Boost

Upgrading RAM can significantly improve the responsiveness and 

speed of a computer, making tasks easier and quicker.



Storage (HDD, 
SSD)

Impact on Performance

The type of storage used in a computer directly 
influences its overall performance, speed, and 
efficiency.

Advantages of SSDs

SSDs provide faster read and write speeds, 
resulting in quicker data access and improved 
system responsiveness.

Reliability of SSDs

Compared to traditional HDDs, SSDs have no 
moving parts, making them more reliable and less 
prone to failure.



Additional 
Features and 
Peripherals



Graphics Card 
(GPU)
Importance of a GPU

A dedicated graphics card significantly enhances 

performance for gaming and graphic-intensive 

applications.

Evaluating Your Needs

Assess your primary usage to determine if 

investing in a dedicated GPU is necessary for your 

tasks.



Display and Resolution
Impact of Display Quality

The quality of your display significantly affects your overall computer 

experience and user interaction.

Resolution Considerations

Choosing the right resolution is crucial for tasks like gaming and 

design, as it influences visual clarity and detail.

Display Size for Tasks

Selecting an appropriate display size enhances productivity and 

comfort depending on the type of work or entertainment.



Accessories 
(Keyboard, 
Mouse, External 
Drives)

Importance of Peripherals

Additional peripherals like keyboards and mice 
can significantly enhance your productivity and 
overall experience while using devices.

Investing in Quality

Investing in a good quality keyboard and mouse 
can lead to improved comfort and efficiency 
during work.

External Storage Solutions

External drives provide extra storage options, 
making it easier to manage and back up your data 
securely.



Researching 
and Comparing 
Options



Reading Reviews and 
Expert Opinions
Importance of Reviews

Reading reviews helps consumers understand the performance and 

reliability of products before making a purchase.

Expert Opinions

Expert opinions provide valuable insights that can assist in evaluating 

product quality and suitability.

Informed Decision-Making

Utilizing reviews and expert advice allows for more informed decision-

making when it comes to purchasing.



Visiting Stores 
and Online 
Retailers

Physical Store Experience

Visiting physical stores provides an opportunity to 
see products up close and evaluate their quality in 
person.

Online Shopping Convenience

Online retailers offer the convenience of shopping 
from home, providing a wide range of products at 
various price points.

Assessing Quality and Pricing

Exploring both options allows shoppers to 
compare quality and pricing effectively, ensuring 
informed purchasing decisions.



Comparing Prices and 
Warranties
Identify Potential Computers

Start by identifying potential computers that meet your needs and 

preferences. Make a list to facilitate comparison.

Compare Prices

Once you've identified options, compare their prices to find the most 

cost-effective choice. Look for discounts and offers.

Review Warranty Options

Examining warranty options is crucial for ensuring protection after 

your purchase. Choose a warranty that suits your requirements.



Conclusion

Assessing Your Needs

Identify what you'll use the computer 
for, such as gaming, work, or creative 
tasks, to guide your purchase.

Understanding Components

Familiarize yourself with key computer 
components like processors, RAM, and 
storage to make informed choices.

Researching Options

Conduct thorough research on 
different computer models and brands 
to compare features, prices, and 
reviews.
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