
T H E  C L O U D  M A D E  S I M P L E :  A  
M A N K A T O  C O M P U T E R  

T E C H N O L O G Y  U N I V E R S I T Y  
P R O D U C T I O N

Understanding cloud technology in 
an easy, friendly way



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  
C L O U D  C O M P U T I N G



W H A T  I S  T H E  
C L O U D ?  A  B A S I C  

O V E R V I E W

1. https://youtu.be/Mzl4Wud_Bp0

2. <iframe width="560" height="315" 

src="https://www.youtube.com/embed

/Mzl4Wud_Bp0" frameborder="0" 

allow="accelerometer; autoplay; 

encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-

in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe>

https://youtu.be/Mzl4Wud_Bp0
https://youtu.be/Mzl4Wud_Bp0


W H A T  I S  “ T H E  
C L O U D ” ?

Cloud Storage 
Explained
The cloud allows storing 
data and applications 
online instead of a 
computer’s hard drive 
for easy access from 
anywhere.

Accessibility 
Across Devices
Users can access files 
securely from 
smartphones, tablets, 
or computers anytime, 
offering great 
convenience and 
flexibility.

Simplified Digital 
Management
The cloud simplifies 
managing digital files 
and communications 
without requiring 
technical expertise, 
ideal for retirees.



WHAT IS  THE 
CLOUD

1. https://youtu.be/i9x0UO8MY0g

2. <iframe width="560" height="315" 

src="https://www.youtube.com/embed

/i9x0UO8MY0g" frameborder="0" 

allow="accelerometer; autoplay; 

encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-

in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe>

https://youtu.be/i9x0UO8MY0g
https://youtu.be/i9x0UO8MY0g


P R A C T I C A L  U S E S  O F  
T H E  C L O U D



W H AT  I S  
T H E  
C L O U D  
A N D  H O W  
D O E S  I T  
W O R K

• Cloud storage involves stashing data 
on hardware in a remote physical 
location, which can be accessed from 
any device via the internet. Clients 
send files to a data server maintained 
by a cloud provider instead of (or as 
well as) storing it on their own hard 
drives.



W H AT  E X A C T LY  
I S  T H E  C L O U D ?

1. In the simplest terms, cloud computing 

means storing and accessing data and 

programs over the Internet instead of 

your computer's hard drive. 

The cloud is just a metaphor for the 

Internet. ... The cloud is also not about 

having a dedicated network attached 

storage (NAS) hardware or server in 

residence



W H E R E  I S  T H E  C L O U D ?

• Firstly we need to understand 
what cloud computing actually is. In a 
nutshell, cloud computing is all about 
storing and retrieving your personal (or 
corporate) data from your own little area on 
the Internet. Nothing is stored on your local 
hard drive and it is accessible from any 
location, any device and at any time.



H O W  T O  U S E  T H E  C L O U D

Photo Storage and 
Organization
Cloud services simplify storing 
and organizing family photos, 
keeping memories safe and 
accessible anytime.

Video Calling Connectivity

Video calling apps powered by 
cloud technology help retirees 
stay connected with loved ones 
across distances.

Entertainment and 
Information Access
Cloud platforms enable retirees to 
stream music, read books, and 
securely access medical records 
online.



W H AT  I S  T H E  
C L O U D  A N D  H O W  
D O  I  A C C E S S  I T ?

1. The cloud refers to software and 

services that run on the Internet, 

instead of locally on your computer. 

Most cloud services can be accessed 

through a Web browser like Firefox or 

Google Chrome, and some companies 

offer dedicated mobile apps.



B E N E F I T S  O F  
C L O U D  C O M P U T I N G



S T I L L  C O N F U S E D  
B Y  T H E  C L O U D ?  

Here’s all you need to know about the 
technology that has transformed computing.

With all the talk about ‘the cloud’ these days, 
you’d be forgiven for thinking that technology 
has somehow harnessed the weather to 
deliver all manner of clever applications, from 
catching up on missed TV programs to 
keeping your important files safe.



I N  R E A L I T Y  ‘ T H E  C L O U D ’  I S  J U S T  A  S H O R T H A N D  
T E R M  F O R ' C L O U D  C O M P U T I N G ’ ,  W H I C H  I T S E L F  
J U S T  R E F E R S  T O  T H E  I D E A  O F  U S I N G  S O M E O N E  
E L S E ’ S  C O M P U T E R S  ( U S U A L L Y ,  B U T  N O T  A L W A Y S ,  
O P E R A T E D  B Y  A  B U S I N E S S )  O N  T H E  I N T E R N E T  
F O R  T H I N G S  W E  P R E V I O U S L Y  U S E D  O U R  O W N  F O R  
L I K E  S T O R I N G  D A T A  A N D  R U N N I N G  P R O G R A M S .



W H Y  T H E  C L O U D  I S  H E L P F U L

Convenient Access
The cloud eliminates 
physical storage needs, 
allowing file access from 
any device, anytime and 
anywhere.

Data Safety
Cloud storage 
automatically backs up 
data, protecting it from 
hardware failures and 
data loss.

Effortless Sharing
Sharing photos and 
documents is easy with 
just a few clicks using 
the cloud platform.

High Accessibility
Information can be 
retrieved from 
smartphones, tablets, or 
computers, enhancing 
versatility in daily use.



T H E  C L O U D  I S  E V E R Y W H E R E

Just like its meteorological namesake, the cloud is everywhere -
or at least anywhere where there’s a computer and an internet 
connection.

A cloud application usually runs on multiple (sometimes 
hundreds) of powerful internet-connected computers spread 
around the world. 

Not that you need to be aware of any of this - you just sign into 
the application using any web browser and it’s available 
instantly.



I T ’ S  I N C R E D I B L Y  
P O W E R F U L

The reason the cloud has caught on in 
such a big way is that it allows 
organizations to provide sophisticated 
applications that can be used by lots of 
people around the world all at the same 
time. And with someone else’s 
computers doing all the hard work, the 
specification of users’ computers 
becomes much less important.



I T ’ S  
I N C R E D I B L Y  
P O W E R F U L
Running an application like 

Microsoft Office, for example, 

needs a powerful PC with lots of 

hard disk space - something not 

everyone can afford. The cloud-

based office suite Google Docs, 

on the other hand, provides much 

the same features, even on very 

low-spec PCs.



I T ’ S  
I N C R E D I B LY  
P O W E R F U L

1. This, together with the ‘everywhere’ 

nature of the cloud, also makes 

applications much more flexible. In the 

past, documents and applications were 

locked on one computer — unless you 

carried them around (and risked losing 

them) on a floppy disk or USB flash 

drive.



I T ’ S  I N C R E D I B L Y  
P O W E R F U L

Now, cloud applications let you 

access your documents and 

applications anywhere where’s 

there’s a computer with an 

Internet connection. That means 

you can use them at home, at 

work, at a friend’s house and 

even on your smartphone.



S E C U R I T Y  I N  T H E  
C L O U D



I S  I T  S A F E ?

Cloud Security Measures

Cloud services use strong 
encryption to protect user data 
from unauthorized access and 
breaches.

User Safety Practices

Using strong passwords and 
enabling two-step verification 
adds an extra layer of account 
protection.

Choosing Trusted 
Providers
Selecting reputable cloud 
providers ensures secure storage 
and reliable data protection.



I S  T H E  C LO U D  
S A F E ?

Yes, your data is relatively safe in 

the cloud—likely much more so than on 

your own hard drive. In addition, files are 

easy to access and maintain. 

However, cloud services ultimately put 

your data in the hands of other people. If 

you're not particularly concerned about 

privacy, then no big whoop.



T H E  C L O U D  I S  
S E C U R E

• In many ways, however, storing your stuff in the cloud is even more secure than 

keeping it on your own computer. If a computer is stolen, for example, 

everything stored on it is stolen too. When those files are also stored on the 

cloud, downloading them to a new computer is simple.

• Cloud application providers also use encryption to make it difficult for hackers 

to get at.

• Google and its biggest rival use this approach for purchases from the app store. 

Although apps, music and movies are still stored on your smartphone or tablet, 

you can restore everything you’ve bought to another mobile device simply by 

signing it into your app store account.



N O - O N E  
O W N S  T H E  

C L O U D

Like the internet, the cloud isn’t owned or 

managed by any one organization - it’s a 

collective term for a variety of applications 

operated by many different ones.



N O - O N E  O W N S  
T H E  C L O U D

Of the dominant forces, Google is a major 

cloud player as is YouTube for video sharing. 

Amazon and Microsoft are also major cloud 

companies, along with a host of others that 

operate behind the scenes to make cloud 

applications possible. Lots of well-known 

applications are also cloud-based. 



C L O U D  S E R V I C E  O P T I O N S



P O P U L A R  C L O U D  S E R V I C E S

SERVICE WHAT IT DOES

Google Photos Stores and organizes pictures

iCloud Apple’s cloud for photos and files

Dropbox Easy file storage and sharing

OneDrive Microsoft’s cloud storage



M O R E  A N D  M O R E  
A P P L I C A T I O N S  A R E  
U S I N G  T H E  C L O U D There are some 

genuine advantages to 
switching to the cloud.

Cloud file storage applications are a simple and 
effective way to keep your files safe and secure. 
By synchronizing (‘syncing’) automatically with 
one or more folders stored on your computer’s 

hard drive, you always have a ‘remote’ cloud 
backup of your important files that you can 

access over any internet connection.



4 : M O R E  A N D  M O R E  A P P L I C A T I O N S  
A R E  U S I N G  T H E  C L O U D

• Renting or buying video and audio from the cloud also means you 

don’t need to store anything on your PC, smartphone or tablet -

which is great if it doesn’t have much storage space. Better still, 

watch a video on YouTube and you don’t even need to wait for it 

to finish downloading. Instead, the video ‘streams’ from the cloud 

to your computer straight away, so you can enjoy it more or less 

immediately.



G E T T I N G  S TA R T E D  W I T H  
T H E  C L O U D



I S  T H E  
C L O U D  
F R E E ?

• The cloud is full of free storage, if you know 

where to look. From Drobox, Google to Apple, 

there's plenty of free storage to be had in 

the cloud. Many companies use free 

cloud storage as a way to entice users into 

their clouds in hopes that they will pay more for 

additional storage



T H E  C L O U D  I S  
G E N E R A L LY  
F R E E Many cloud applications are free (though you’ll 

need an Internet connection to use them), but 
some require a paid subscription for a certain level 

of service.

One attractive feature of many paid-for cloud 
applications is that payment is by monthly 

subscription, so you can pay for when you need 
access and stop when you don’t. With a price tag of 

a few hundred dollars, for example, a boxed copy 
Adobe Photoshop was far too expensive most 

people. Photoshop CC (short for Creative Cloud), 
however, can be downloaded for nothing and used 

for a monthly fee, making it ideal for occasional 
home users.



D O  Y O U  H A V E  T O  P A Y  T O  U S E  T H E  C L O U D ?

The cloud is generally free

Many cloud applications are free (though you'll need an Internet 
connection to use them), but some require a paid subscription 
for a certain level of service.



H O W  T O  U S E  T H E  C L O U D

Easy Access Devices

Cloud services can be 
accessed via smartphones, 
tablets, or computers without 
technical expertise.

Simple Login Process

Users log in using their email 
and password through apps or 
web browsers to access cloud 
features.

File Upload and 
Sharing
Uploading files, viewing 
photos, and sharing 
documents are 
straightforward tasks in cloud 
platforms.

Guided Tutorials

Many cloud services offer 
tutorials to help new users get 
started quickly and 
confidently.





T H E  C L O U D  I S  C O N N E C T E D

All cloud applications need an Internet connection at some point, but not 
all require a constant connection - after all, mobile users can’t stay 

connected at all times.

Some applications even offer an ‘offline’ mode for use anywhere, and you 
only need go online when you want to sync the files you’ve been working 

on back to the provider’s cloud storage. Many don’t depend on a fast 
internet connection, either - although your connection speed obviously 

affects how quickly you can download and upload files.



H E L P F U L  T I P S  F O R  
B E G I N N E R S



T H E  C L O U D  
U S E S  D ATA

1. The cloud does depend on data. This 

will soon eat into a home or mobile 

broadband plan which has a capped 

data allowance. That means if you are 

planning to use cloud applications a 

lot, sign up for a broadband plan with 

unlimited data. 



T I P S  F O R  
G E T T I N G  
S T A R T E D

Seek 
Assistance
Ask family or friends 
for help setting up 
cloud accounts to 
ease the process.

Start with 
Important Files
Begin by uploading 
key photos or 
documents to keep 
them safe and 
accessible in the 
cloud.

Use Free Plans

Try cloud services 
using free plans to 
explore features 
without any financial 
risk.

Learn at Your 
Pace
Watch tutorials or 
attend classes to 
gain confidence and 
learn cloud 
computing 
gradually.



A D D R E S S I N G  C O M M O N  
C O N C E R N S



I S  G O O G L E  
D R I V E  A  
C L O U D ?

Google Drive is a cloud storage service, 

and like any cloud storage service its main 

purpose is to expand your ability to store 

files beyond the limits of your hard drive.



WHO OWNS 
THE CLOUD?

The cloud is simply a collection of servers 

housed in massive, acre-filling complexes 

and owned by some of the world's largest 

corporations. This essentially means that 

our data sits on computers we don't have 

access to. Microsoft, Amazon and Apple 

have all invested huge sums in creating 

homes for our personal data.



C O M M O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Free Cloud Access
Many cloud services offer free 
plans suitable for basic needs, so 
no purchase is necessary to get 
started.

Data Backup Importance
While cloud services are reliable, 
backing up important files is 
recommended to prevent data 
loss.

Ease of Learning Cloud
Cloud platforms are designed to 
be intuitive, enabling users to 
learn quickly with practice and 
support.



B E N E F I T S  O F  C L O U D  
C O M P U T I N G



S H O U L D  I  U S E  
T H E  C L O U D ?

Get more space for less money. A fee for 

unlimited storage in the cloud is cheaper 

than buying and maintaining lots of hard 

drive storage space. People still buy hard 

drives to multiple levels of storage in their 

homes and offices. But any physical device 

you can drop because of different reasons.



F I N A L  T H O U G H T S

Enhanced 
Connectivity
Cloud computing helps 
retirees stay connected 
with family and friends 
easily and effectively.

Organizing 
Memories
The cloud enables safe 
storage and organization 
of cherished memories 
and important 
documents.

Simplifying 
Technology
Cloud services reduce 
stress by simplifying 
technology use without 
needing technical 
expertise.

Empowering You

Using cloud tools 
empowers You to enjoy a 
more organized and 
worry-free lifestyle.
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